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Summary

During the recent war between Hizbullah and Israel in which both sides have committed grave violations of international humanitarian law, Israeli military action has caused massive destruction to Lebanon’s infrastructure in addition to the deaths of some 1,000 civilians. Initial evidence, including the pattern and scope of the Israeli attacks, the number of civilian casualties, the amount of damage sustained and statements by Israeli officials, indicate that such destruction was deliberate and part of a military strategy, rather than “collateral damage”.

In the context of the attacks on Lebanon’s infrastructure, Israel has specifically violated the prohibition on indiscriminate and disproportionate attacks. Israel may also have violated other prohibitions, including that on direct attacks against civilian objects. These violations are war crimes. 

Amnesty International calls for a comprehensive, independent and impartial inquiry to be conducted by the United Nations (UN) into violations of international humanitarian law by both sides in the conflict. The inquiry should examine in particular the impact of this conflict on the civilian population, and should be undertaken with a view to holding individuals responsible for crimes under international law and ensuring that full reparation is provided to the victims.

This report summarizes a 20-page document (8,301 words), : Israel/Lebanon, Deliberate destruction or "collateral damage"? Israeli attacks on civilian infrastructure (AI Index: MDE 18/007/2006) issued by Amnesty International in August 2006. Anyone wishing further details or to take action on this issue should consult the full document. An extensive range of our materials on this and other subjects is available at http://www.amnesty.org and Amnesty International news releases can be received by email:
http://www.amnesty.org/email/email_updates.html
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