Background: 

Two years on from the People’s Movement, the Comprehensive Peace Accord and the uprising of marginalized groups in the Terai district, there has been little delivery on promises of improved human rights protection in Nepal.

The reach of the state in many rural areas remains weak and there is lack of  accountability of police at the district level.

The resulting security vacuum has allowed the proliferation of armed groups and human rights abuses, Gender-based violence is widespread and crimes against women are going unquestioned and unpunished. Many women and girls are afraid to report rape and other forms of violence, not only because of hostility and stigma from their community, but also due to state inaction in ensuring the investigation, prosecution and punishment of perpetrators through the justice system.

Women Human Rights Defenders (WHRDs) are facing increasing threats and attacks. In a national consultation of more than 200 WHRDs in Kathmandu in November 2008, women activists shared with Amnesty International that they face harassment, intimidation, and violence such as beatings, lethal threats and even death from state and non state actors.. Women defenders highlighted that as they become more vocal, building on new political space to discuss discrimination, they fear a backlash without any protection mechanisms in place to support their work. 

The Nepali government must:

Say No to Violence against women and: 
* Promote a campaign for zero tolerance of acts of violence against women and ensure that those responsible, including members of the security forces and non-state actors, are brought to justice; 
* Implement all international and regional treaties, declarations, resolutions and recommendations aimed at condemning, prohibiting and preventing all acts of violence against women; 

Deliver on Protection and:
* Recognise and protect women's human rights including the right to life, the right to be free from discrimination and all rights that protect women from gender-based violence; 
* The authorities must take all possible measures to ensure the safety of women human rights defenders, particularly in rural areas; 
* Develop a national plan of action to implement the UN Declaration enabling human rights defenders to carry out their legitimate work without fear or reprisals

