








REGIONAL OVERVIEW

Inequality, corruption, violence, environmental degradation, impunity and the weakening of institutions continued to be a common
reality across the Americas, resulting in daily human rights violations for millions of people. Several countries in the region were
shaken by massive demonstrations during 2019 as people took to the streets to demand accountability and respect for their human
rights. The response of most governments to these protests, with a few exceptions, was repression and excessive use of force in an
attempt to silence demands for greater social justice. Instead of establishing mechanisms to promote dialogue and address
people’s concerns, the authorities resorted to violence in the policing of demonstrations and, in some instances, increased
militarization of public order operations. At least 210 people died as a result of violence in the context of protests during the year.

The Americas remained the most dangerous region in the world for human rights defenders and journalists. In 2019, 208 people
were killed because of their work defending human rights and many more faced harassment, criminalization and forced
displacement. In some countries journalists continued to face harassment, arbitrary detention and extrajudicial execution. For
example, in Mexico, at least 10 journalists were killed during the year because of their work.

Human rights defenders and Indigenous leaders fighting to defend rights to access to land, territory and the environment were
among those most at risk of violence and harassment. In the context of development projects and the extensive impact of extractive
industries, most governments failed to respect and guarantee Indigenous Peoples’ rights to free, prior and informed consent about
the use of their ancestral lands.

Impunity for human rights violations remained the norm throughout the region. In 2019 one of the most innovative mechanisms
created to address the lack of justice, the International Commission against Impunity in Guatemala (CICIG), was shut down by the
Guatemalan government.

The increasing presence and power of diverse women'’s rights movements in the region was also a highlight of 2019. Despite that,
gender-based violence remained widespread in the Americas. Women human rights defenders, women engaged in sex work, women
migrants and refugees, Afro-descendent and Indigenous women and leshian, bisexual, transgender and intersex women, among
others, faced increased risks of gender-based violence and torture as a result of multiple forms of discrimination. In November
2019, the UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) Gender Equality Observatory, issued its most
up-to-date information on femicides (gender-based killings of women) based on official figures from 16 Latin American and nine
Caribbean countries. According this data, at least 3,500 women were killed in 2018 because of their gender. The real figure was
likely much higher as 10 countries only provided data on women who had been killed by their current or former intimate partners.

Millions of people in the Americas sought safety outside their countries of origin in 2019. By the end of the year, the ongoing human
rights crisis in Venezuela had resulted in almost 4.8 million refugees, more than any other country in the world apart from Syria;
most were living in neighbouring countries. Although some countries in Latin America established ad hoc mechanisms to regularize
people’s immigration status, they also imposed unnecessary and illegal barriers to entry that put asylum-seekers at risk.

Hondurans, Guatemalans and Salvadorans continued to make their way to the USA, fleeing the generalized violence prevalent in
their home countries. The significant increase in recent years in the number of Cubans, Nicaraguans and Venezuelans in the
immigration court backlog in the USA continued in 2019. The Trump Administration, contrary to US international obligations,
continued to attack and undermine the institution of asylum by implementing measures and policies to prevent asylum-seekers
from crossing the border with Mexico. In a move reminiscent of US actions in recent years, the Mexican government deployed troops
at the US-Mexican border. The Mexican government also agreed to receive and host asylum-seekers who had been forcibly returned
from the USA and awaiting their hearings, after it signed agreements with the US government to avoid potential tariffs. In Central
America, at least 70,000 people who had fled the ongoing human rights crisis in Nicaragua were living in Costa Rica where access
to the asylum process and basic services remained a challenge.
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1. PROTESTS, REPRESION AND MILITARIZATION

2019 was marked by mass protests across the region. In many countries — such as Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Haiti,
Honduras, Nicaragua and Venezuela — the main protagonists of these mobilizations were young people, people from low income
homes and women. With a few exceptions, the protests were overwhelmingly peaceful. However, the year was also marked by states’
inability to channel people’s discontent and demands for their rights. Instead, they resorted to repression; excessive use of force,
including intentionally lethal force; and other human rights violations.

MAIN DRIVERS OF MASS DEMONSTRATIONS

During the year, predominantly young and diverse mass demonstrations across the region demanded action on women's rights, the
climate crisis and equal rights for leshian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) people. Mass anti-government protests
were also widespread, with demands that ranged from an end to corruption, to more equal access to education, an adequate
standard of living and health, to the right to vote.

In many countries, including Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Haiti and Honduras, protests were triggered by political and economic
measures that would undermine the enjoyment of economic and sacial rights and increase inequality. In Bolivia the main driver of
protests were claims of electoral fraud surrounding the presidential election. In Venezuela, in the context of the current
humanitarian emergency, protesters continued to demand respect for their political rights, access to justice and access to
economic and social rights. In Nicaragua, demonstrators demanded an end to the continuing repression, justice for victims of
human rights violations and freedom for people detained for their legitimate political dissent.

Political polarization intensified in the region, reflecting a widespread feeling of disillusionment with governments and political
elites from across the political spectrum. People protested because they felt representatives were increasingly divorced from their
needs and demands, because of corruption and because they felt shut out of decision-making processes, which often resulted in
policies that disproportionally disadvantaged people living in poverty or in low income homes, women and girls, Indigenous Peoples
and young people.

Discontent was fuelled by the fact that Latin America and the Caribbean continued to be the most unequal, as well as the most
violent, region in the world, according to UN estimates. Poverty increased again in 2019 (estimated at 31% according to ECLAC),
inequality continued to decrease but not at a significant rate and economic growth was almost non-existent (0.1% according to
ECLAC). In this context, access to economic and social rights such as education, health or housing was very unequal. The amount
of social spending by governments increased slightly in most countries, but alarmingly not in accordance with what would be
needed to achieve the targets set out in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

STATES' REACTIONS TO PROTEST: REPRESSION RATHER THAN DIALOGUE

The widespread nature of the protests, their diversity, geographic range and the extensive participation in demonstrations by the
population in different countries took many governments in the Americas by surprise and challenged their capacity to establish
political dialogue with their citizens. Most governments responded with unnecessary, excessive and, on some occasions,
intentionally lethal use of force and by imposing “states of emergency” or “states of exception” which threatened people’s right to
peaceful assembly and freedom of expression. These violent responses intensified people’s frustration and increased the number
of people taking to the streets.

In Venezuela, faced with a deepening humanitarian emergency, thousands took to the streets from 21 to 25 January to demand a
change of government. At least 47 people died in the context of the protests, all of them as a result of gunshot wounds. Reports
indicated that at least 39 were killed by members of state forces or third parties acting with their acquiescence. At least 11 were
allegedly extrajudicially executed. More than 900 people were detained, including children and teenagers. The pattern of repression
seen in 2019 was consistent with repressive practices inflicted on the civilian population since 2014 constituting reasons to argue
that the systematic and widespread attacks against the civilian population may amount to crimes against humanity.
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