MAKE
THE VOTE
MEANINGFUL

HUMAN RIGHTS MANIFESTO
FOR ANGOLA AHEAD OF THE o

2022 GENERAL ELECTION

—
o
o}
&
(<
«
=
[}
I}
=
S
©
o
=

AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL

R



MAKE
THE VOTE
MEANINGFUL

HUMAN RIGHTS MANIFESTO
FOR ANGOLA AHEAD OF THE
2022 GENERAL ELECTION

CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION
A. HUMANITARIAN EMERGENCY IN THE SOUTHERN REGION
B. UNLAWFUL KILLINGS
C. ARBITRARY ARRESTS AND DETENTION
D.FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AND ASSEMBLY
E. ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS
RIGHT TO FOOD
RIGHT TO WATER

RIGHT TO HEALTH




INTRODUCTION

On 24 August 2022, Angolans will have
their fifth general election since 1992 to
elect their president and parliamentary

representatives.

The Constitution of the Republic of Angola
recognises the right to participate in one’s
political affairs including voting, in two
ways: First, by aligning the constitutional
human rights protection with the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, the African
Charter of Human and Peoples’ Rights,
and all the international human rights
treaties to which Angola is party, notably
the International Convention on Civil and
Political Rights (articles 13 and 26); and
second, by declaring explicitly that “[e]
very citizen who has attained the age of
eighteen years shall have the right to vote
and stand for election for any state or local
authority body and to serve their terms of
office or mandates, under the terms of the

Constitution and the law” (article 54.1).

However, to meaningfully exercise their
right to vote, Angolans need access to
information about who and what they
must vote for. To that effect, the right to
information, provided in article 40 of the

Constitution, is among the necessary

ingredients that render the right to vote
meaningful. Informed participation in the
conduct of public affairs is the glue that
holds together the indivisibility of the right
to information and the right to vote. The
latter is meaningless without the former.
Therefore, in this race, all the participating
political parties and candidates have the
crucial responsibility to inform the elec-
torate about who they are and what they
intend to do once they have been elected

into office.

This human rights manifesto is intended
to encourage all the Angolan political
parties and their candidates in this elec-
toral cycle to provide information to the
electorate on what they intend to do, and
how, to tackle the following human rights
concerns after the election: (a) humani-
tarian situation in the southern region,
(b) unlawful killings, (c) arbitrary arrests
and detention, (d) freedom of expression
and peaceful assembly, and (f) econom-
ic, social and cultural rights with focus

on the right to food, water and health.



A. HUMANITARIAN
EMERGENCY

IN THE SOUTHERN
REGION

For more than four years, an extreme
drought unseen in four decades has
brought devastation in agropastoral com-
munities in southern Angola. The Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
asserts that the drought is a facet of climate

change whose frequency and intensity

increased in southern Africa, among other
regions, since the pre-industrial era due to
global warming. Further, the IPCC projects
more increases in drought frequency and
intensity in the region.! The projections
point to a likely increase of between 1.2
and 3.2°C in mean annual temperature

in Angola by 2060 and between 1.7 and
5.1°C by 2090, with faster warming in the

interior and eastern areas of the country.?

LIPCC, Special Report on Climate Change, Desertification, Land
DegradatioSustainable Land Management, Food Security, and
Greenhouse gas fluxes in Terrestrial Ecosystems: Summary for Policy-
makers, August 2019, ipcc.ch
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Given its semi-arid character, the region is
prone to cyclical droughts, which threat-
en access to water and food production
among the agro-pastoralists. The region
is neglected and lacks infrastructure for
water supply, leaving communities even
more vulnerable to droughts. As the
current drought continues, it accelerates
the scarcity of pastures and water for
livestock, which are essential for the eco-
nomic, social, and cultural reproduction
of the communities. Cattle are the basis of
pastoralists’ wealth in the region, the dis-
appearance of which further weakens the
economic, social, and cultural resilience.
Thousands of cattle died in the past few

years in the south.

Cow milk and its derivatives are central
elements of pastoralist diet and identi-

ty. Hence their consumption is both for
nutrition and cultural expression. Beyond
being food, milk is a central thread of the
pastoralist sociocultural fabric. This dual
function of cow milk—food and culture—is

facing existential threat.

Widespread water shortage is a central
source of misery among the pastoralists
and their families. “The water we drink
comes from the chimpaca”, said a woman
referring to a naturally occurring hole with

dirty water unfit for human consumption.

Women and girls spend excessive amounts
of time (between 2 to 4 hours) traveling
long distances to collect water. The lack of
access to sufficient water in the vicinity of
their homes also puts at risk their personal
safety. In addition, water shortages create
the conditions for hygiene-related diseases.
When Amnesty International researchers
visited the communities, the residents told
them that the lack of sufficient and regular
water supply also impacted the health

of community members. They said that
children, in particular, display signs of sca-
bies and skin damage for lack of regular
bathing. Consequently, they scratch their
skin day and night, often using rocks, until
they bleed, to experience momentary relief

from itchiness.

Hunger and thirst are driving widespread
desertions of villages by men who are

young and able to work. Nearly all pasto-
ralist communities in southern Huila and
Cunene were more populated by women,
children, and older people —often forced
to walk long distances in a search of

relief.3

2 |bid.
3 Amnesty International research, November-December 2020 and
Many-June 2021.



The impact of drought is aggravated by
the diversion of grazing land in favour of
commercial interests, with little regard for
human rights due diligence. The govern-
ment has permitted commercial farmers
and ranchers to occupy communal grazing
land and transhumance corridors without
consultation, consent, compensation, and
environmental impact assessment, in clear

violation of procedural, political, economic,

social, cultural, and environmental rights

of the pastoralists.*

For all these factors, pastoralism in
southern Angola is an endangered cultural

heritage of humanity.







B. UNLAWFUL KILLINGS

Unlawful killings continue to be a serious

|
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problem in Angola, as security forces use
excessive force to crackdown on peaceful

protests, Killing dozens of protestors. In

January 2021, they shot and killed dozens
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Valdo's clothes. Angolan security forces tasked with implementing COVID-19 restrictions are responsible for the killings of people in
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C. ARBITRARY ARRESTS
AND DETENTION

In Angola, it is common practice for the
authorities to arbitrarily arrest and de-

tain peaceful protestors and community
leaders. For example, following the violent
repression of a peaceful protest on 8
February 2021, the Servico de Investi-
gacao Criminal (SIC) arrested José Mateus
/ecamutchima, the leader of the Lunda
Tchokwe Protectorate Movement. Accused
of “association with evildoers and armed
rebellion” and “leading the rebellion to
overthrow the government”, he was sub-
jected to an unfair trial and imprisonment.
He has often been denied contact with his

lawyer and family.

On 30 May 2021, the police in Cabinda
arrested and detained several protestors
after violently ending their procession and
confiscating their property, including mo-
bile phones and bags. The demonstration
was part of a larger five-province protest
against hunger, unemployment and the

unaffordable cost of living.






D. FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

AND ASSEMBLY

Economic and social crises and human
rights violations continue to drive an in-
crease in protests throughout the country.
However, security forces have stepped

up nationwide operations to prevent them
from taking place. Thus, on 21 May 2022,
Angolan police prevented two NGOs —
Omunga, and Associacao para Desen-
volvimento da Cultura e Direitos Humanos
(ADCDH) — from holding a conference
on peace building. The police blocked the
entrance to Hotel Maiombe in Cabinda to
prevent attendees from entering, saying
they were following orders from their

SUperiors.

On 4 February 2021, the police stopped
members of the Contestatory Civil Soci-
ety in Luanda from peacefully protesting
to demand political alternatives to the
45-year rule of the government party, the
People’s Movement for the Liberation of
Angola (MPLA). On 21 August 2021, the
police prevented civil society groups from
conducting a peaceful protest in Luanda.
The groups, who had organized under
the consortium United Angola Movement,
were peacefully protesting against human

rights violations, increasing economic and

social misery, and in favour of the new-
ly announced United Patriotic Front, a
union of opposition political parties set to
challenge the MPLA in the August 2022

general election.

On 30 August 2021, the police prevented
activists from gathering in front of parlia-
ment to peacefully protest against the new
electoral law under parliamentary debate.
On 25 September 2021, they stopped
hundreds of Angolan Student Movement
members from peacefully protesting
against fee increases in public and private
secondary and post-secondary institu-

tions.

In an attack on media freedom, the
authorities suspended private television
channels’ licences, while opposition
militants prevented journalists from doing
their work. On 19 April 2021, the Minis-
try of Telecommunications, Information
Technologies and Social Communication
(MINTTICS) suspended the licences of
television channels Zap Viva, Vida TV
and TV Record Africa Angola, resulting in
hundreds of job losses. MINTTICS alleged

that these companies were operating
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under provisional registrations. The three

media companies were taken aback by
the suspensions, saying they had not

received prior information or notification
of any administrative procedure against™

them.
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The haemorrhaging of public funds into
senior government officials’ personal bank
accounts and their private homes has long
undercut the government’s ability to fulfil
economic and social rights. In June 2021,
the General Public Prosecutor announced
the arrest of 24 senior military officials of
the office of the Head of State Security
Affairs, accused of embezzling large sums
of funds from state coffers. One of them
was arrested at the airport in Luanda, as
he tried to leave the country with two suit-
cases of cash. He reportedly owned a fleet
of 15 luxurious vehicles, 51 properties in

Angola, Namibia and Portugal, in addition

to boxes and bags found in his apart-
ments which contained AOA10 million, €4
million and US$1.2 million. Meanwhile,
the country’s public debt exceeds 100%
of the GDP.®

RIGHT TO FOOD

In addition to the famine in the south,
throughout the country, people living in
poverty and in marginalized communities
became severely food insecure and many
turned to foraging amongst garbage for
food to feed themselves and their fami-

lies.’




RIGHT TO WATER have been allowed to fence off access

o to rivers, lakes and fountains in Curoca
The Constitution of Angola and the Water o
(Cunene), Savate (Kwangar municipality
Law declares that, as a natural resource, .
_ _ . . in Kwando Kubango) and Luangundo
water is a public good, the right to which
o , o (Kwando Kubango).'* Where natural water
is “inalienable and imprescriptible.”® . .
. o sources are still accessible, they are sub-
However, contrary to both this provision _ . -
, , . ject to pollution. For example, oil spills in
and Angola’s international human rights . . . ,
o o _ Cabinda and Zaire provinces contaminate
obligations, access to drinking water — in . N ,
o . . water sources, denying communities their
terms of availability, quality and accessi-

rights to water and livelihoods.'#

bility — remains precarious in both urban
and rural areas for large numbers of
people. lronically, as Angolan government
fails to supply water to people living in the
country, state-owned energy company,
Sonangol, signed a letter of intent with
German engeneering companies to exploit
the country’s water catchements to pro-
duce hydrogen for Germany’s transition to

clean energy.®

In rural areas, the development of agri-
business, mining, and oil and gas projects
directly hamperes access to safe drinking
water.!° The diversion of water courses
and obstruction of access to water bodies
including rivers, lakes, and springs, by
fencing off areas, cuts many people’s ac-
cess to water.!! In Lunda Norte, the min-
ing industry has diverted Kwango River
away from various communities in Kwan-
g0, Xamutemba, and Kapenda Kamulem-

ba municipalities.'? Commercial farmers




In urban areas, the availability, quality and
accessibility of water remains precarious
for large segments of the population.
Drinking water is in short supply and of
low quality.'® In April 2019, the Angolan
Public Water Supplier (EPAL) said it was
only able to supply on average 500,000
cubic meters of water per day in Luan-
da, where the real need is over 1 million
cubic meters per day for a population of
over 6 million people. In Luanda province,
the real need is 1.2 million cubic meters
of water per day, but EPAL's capacity is
only 516,582 cubic meters per day.'® In
addition, water supply is discriminatory
with priority given to affluent neighbor-
hoods, whereas those on the peripheries
receive their water from mobile vendors at

extraordinarily higher prices.’

RIGHT TO HEALTH

Covid-19 and its associated restrictions
aggravated the effects of decades of
underfunded public(?) services. This was
most visible in the health sector, which
was on the brink of collapse. A public
outcry from the Angola Doctors Union
went unanswered. On average, dozens of
people died each day in Luanda hospitals
alone. According to the Union, despite
the Covid-19 pandemic, the most com-
mon causes of death remained malaria,
malnutrition, acute diarrheal diseases, lack
of medicines and, among health workers,
overwork. The pandemic’s economic and
social impact caused a sharp increase in

the numbers of sick people using the hos-

pitals that are unable to meet demand.!®







Amnesty International is @ movement of 10 million
people which mobilizes the humanity in everyone
and campaigns for change so we can all enjoy our
human rights.

Our vision is of a world where those in power keep
their promises, respect international law and are
held to account.

We are independent of any government,

political ideology, economic interest or religion
and are funded mainly by our membership

and individual donations.

We believe that acting in solidarity and
compassion with people everywhere can change our
societies for the better.
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